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INTERIORS

MAYFAIR: THE NEW
DESIGN DISTRICT

Following the success of PAD, Mayfair is proving
itself as a hotbed of design, with new galleries
springing up and existing ones embracing the
vibe. As part of the London Design Festival
(September 16-24), the new Mayfair Design
District showcases this identity, says Lorna Davies

avlair's design scene is hotting up, Fulbam and -"ﬁi 1 1 o
Chelsea have historically been home to the largest
gatlwering of interiors stones, bul ere its alsout
mixing the workds of design and ar; unigue,
quality craftsmanship to stand prowd in vour home.
A new wave of destinations have landed in recent years, many
Trom across the Channel. Arguably setting the trend for French
design in Mayfair was the Pavilion of Art and Design (PAD), a
design fair originating in Farks, which takes place in Berkeley

Square each October. Celebrating 10 years in London, and 2o peatiadlac AL Ll
im Paris, the fairs focus is on eclecticism, covering modern art, ABOVE RIGHT: Campans

photography, design, decorative and tribal art. :ﬁ:::;‘:m -

“We were the first fair to integrate 20th-century decorative
arts and contemporary design. Twenty years ago, when you were
talking about design, they would say, "No, English 18th-century
pair of armichairs. They wene not thinking about design. Teday,
everyone is into design, everyvone loves 20th-century decorative
arts. Pewer and fewer people are interested in 15th and 19th
century,” the fairs founder Patrick Perrin says.

Ome of the first to find a permanent London home after
exhibiting at PAD was Galerie kreo, which quietly opened in May
20i4 bedore a grand opening in Seplember for London Design
Festival (LDF)L Cléminoe Kraentowski, who (with partner Didier)
founded the gallery in 1900, sys they did not hesitate when the
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TOR: Gallery Fumi sumsses
GBS, g B e
MIDDLE: Wiscent Dubourg,
Gzt ora Workabap
BOTTOM: Hells Joagertius
Side Tables, Galeris kres

Hay Hill space became available, Names to see inclade
Picrre Charpin, Doshi Levien and Jasper Morrison,
The gallery’s eurrent show, Chromatic Sequences

by Hella Jongerius, presents distinctive pieces by

the infloential Dutch designer, including the newly
designed Tiles side tables, the result of Jongerius’
extended colour research in ceramics. The show runs
alongside the Breathing Colour exhibition at the
Design Museum until Septombor 23,

Closely following Galerie kreo was Galerie Dutko,
opening in Davies Street in October 2015, Founder
Jean=Jacqgues Dutko is a leading authority on art deco
furniture. Shows have centred on Tony Cragg. Sophia
Cowvin, Beatrice Cazadesus and Apolonin Sokol,

Christian Linigres Conduit Street store also opened
in 2045, a new retail dirsetion for the Fronch designer
more used to dealing with private commissions for
yachts, restaurnnts or homes of Kard Lagerfeld and
Larry Gagosion, from its Fulham base,

Functionality and sustainobility arc close to
Linigre's heart, with natural moterials, smooth edges
ond o beautiful finish to most picces such as the
Citron table lamp. The grand corner space gives the

designer o chance to showease some large, inipressive
pieces, but some smaller products such as trays are
also available,

Galerie Patrick Seguin was one of the most anticipated
recent Parisian openings — in 2005 next to Claridge’s
on Brook Strect. In the business since 1930, Seguin has
been a pioneer of bringing the works of Le Corbesier and
Charlotte Perriand to a wider audience. The small Brook
Strect space was designed by Leonardi Pelleriti, a London-
based Ttalian architect who began al Roger Stirk Harbour
+ Partners before starting his own firm.

French gallerists Julian Lombrail and Lote Gaillard
opened a 3,300 square fool space al 4 Albemearde Street
above Lheir original ground loor space al number 1 in
Crctober last year. With galleries in New York, Paris

aml Londoen, Carpenters Workshop has 30
intermalional artists.
The current group show includes functienal
sculptures by international Fising ancd
cstablished artists, and designers moving
outskie their traditional territories of expression.
Works from Wendell Castle, Studio Drift, YVincenzo
e Codiis, Studio Job, Ingrid Donat, Vincent Dubourg
and many more are included. The exhibition will run
up o September Lo give way to The Graduates, a show
curated by Lidewdj Edelkoort to accompany LDF.
Moving out of the French design stronghold,

The Xew Craftsmen, which represents more than

w¥ 75 British craft specialists and makers, opened on
Morth Fow in 2014, Also opened at the end of 2015

ki was Italian Achille Salvagni. Salvagni waited to find his

|-'JI Grafton Street spot, wishing to be among luxury brands

b and jewellers rather than ether galleries,

Of course David Gill, originally apening on Fulham
Road in 1987, came before many of the above, He moved
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froamn Vinuxchall to St James's in 2012, The
first show wos Zaha Hadid’s Liguid Glacial
Colleetion, followed by Gactano Pesee’s
Tables on Water in October of the same
year. In 2015, David paired up with curator
Peter Fleissig for two solo exhibitions:
Jorge Pardo’s Meretricious and Michele
Oka Doner's Mysterium,

The meost recent design louneh was
Gallery Fami, which opened on Hay
Hill in May, afler nine years presenting
it contemporary design shows in its
Hoxton Square space. Founders Valerie
Capo and Sam Pratt said the move was
aboatl broadening the gallery's cxposure.
With Galerie krco a few doors doswn and Phillips,
Davigl Gill and Carpenters Workishop on the
doorstep, its sure todo this.

The gallery is currently presenting its
first growp show in Mayfair, including
Brookshank & Collins, Max Lamb, Yuki
Fernandsen, Lara Bohine and Federico Uribe
funtil September 16).

With this roster joining Privekollcktie, Holly
Hunt, Mazzoleni and Front Rugs in the anca, it's no
surprise that the London Design Festival finally has
a Mayfair ebement this year, The Mayfair Design
District takes the total up to eght districts for the
i5th edition of LDF, founded 15 vears ago by SirJohn
Sorrell and Ben Evans,

As part of LDF, Mayfair Design Distrect
will organise a series of exhibitions, openings
installations and performances. The oljective is to
“murtuce and cultivate the ereative disciplines still
foaumel im this thrving community,” actording o LDE
The Achille Salvagni Atelier, Carpenters Workshop
Gallery, Mazzolent, Galerwe kreo, Gallery Fumi,
Privekollekiie, The Mew Craftsmen, Front Bugs,
Holly Hunt and Christian Liaigre
are all Maylair Design District
partners for 2017, — — - b

“Mayfair is fast emerging —
as the leading destination for
contemporany and collectable
design in London,” Evans said at
the LDF press launch at the YA,

“The past few vears have scen
a steady increase in the focus
towards design of the existing
galleries and auction houses,
as well as the opening of mew
spaces, which enhance the design-
centered character of the area,

“The newly established Mayfair
Design District aims 1o showease
this developing identity while
promating it to a wider audienee,”
said Evans,
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